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Positive Results From A Dreadful Day
By T. Peter Sullivan

At least two positive things have developed for Habitat for
Humanity Newark since the enemy attacks on the World
Trade Center and the Pentagon on September 11, 2001. They
include the building of the Ron Ruben Home and the soon-to-
be-completed home honoring the Gardner Family.

The Ron Ruben home was completed on the first anniversary
of the attack, September 11, 2002. The Ruben family and their
friends worked tirelessly, giving their money, time, talents and
labor to build the new home that is set to house the second
HFHN Partner Family, Crystal Thomas and her three children.

The Gardner Family home will soon be completed on
Fairmount Avenue. Jeffery Brian Gardner, an insurance
executive at Marsh & McLennan Company worked in the
World Trade Center, and died in the attacks. For several years
prior, Jeff was an active volunteer at Habitat Newark and
other Habitat projects throughout the world, including builds
in Honduras and Brazil.

Jeff Gardner was a strong and unique volunteer for us, and
one respected by all. “Jeff was an optimistic guy,” says his
sister Amy, “and was well-known for constantly saying;
‘There are no bad days, only good days and great days.’ He
made the world a better place for many people.”

In addition to what they have done for Habitat Newark, the
Gardner family has also established a scholarship in Jeff’s

continued next page . . .
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Dear Friends of Habitat Newark,

Home for the Holidays . . .

This time last year I was six months into my work with Habitat Newark, but already deeply
taken with the wonderful blessings of this organization’s ministry that include the families 
who are in dire need of decent, affordable housing and the countless volunteers who combine
their gifts of time, energy, skills and open-heartedness with that of the future homeowners. 

What a tremendous gift Habitat has become—here in Newark and around the world—because 
it is a gift that “keeps on giving.” In 2005 we were in constant modes of work and prayer in 
our effort to complete a house on Fairmount Avenue so that the Sepulveda Family would be
home for the holidays. Our physical labor and spiritual intercessions came through when two
days before Christmas, we obtained a certificate of occupancy, though it was doubtful up until
the last second.

This year, we are filled with overwhelming gratitude that five new families will soon move into 
their homes on Fairmount Avenue. We're working hard to get them in before Christmas, but we
know that whether it happens then or a little later, we'll all be ever thankful.

Habitat for Humanity Newark is a gift that “keeps on giving” because it turns the dream of
homeownership into reality and gives new homeowners opportunities to help build a wonderful
place to live that they can feel safe in and most poignantly, to call their own. Indeed, it gives
them the opportunity to create their own “holy-days” throughout the year as they gather at 
table in remembrance and thankfulness for what God has done in their lives. 

Habitat Newark also provides a “home for the holidays” to each volunteer and contributor. 
This particular home is not a physical place but rather a place of spirit. Call it community
service, or community giving, Habitat Newark offers a very practical idea that becomes an 
ideal place for our friends to find a “home” for their goodness, their generosity, their acts of
kindness, and their selflessness. For volunteers, house sponsors, in-kind service and gift
contributors, Habitat for Humanity becomes a gift that gives over and over again.

From all of us at Habitat Newark, we wish you a blessed and joyous holiday season, and 
thank you for your gracious support and participation in 2006.

Sincerely,

Hendricks S. Davis
Executive Director

A Letter From the Executive Director
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Calandra's Italian French Bakery
Carpenters Local #39—Edison
Carpet, Et Cetra
doodlebug graphics
Electrical Local #164—Bergen
Gary's Wine and Market Place
Glidden Company (Store 
#0215)
Johns Manville
Kitchen Expo
Kulture Marketing
Legal Sea Foods Inc.Short Hills
Lowe's Union
Mama Tucci Restarant
McCarter English
Metrographics Printing
Millburn Whole Foods Market
Myles Kelly, Inc.
New World Catering Co.
Newark Tile
Skipper's Restaurant
St. James Gate Publick House
Taste of Portugal
The Newark Club
TR Homes LLC
Trattoria Fresco
United Crane
Walder, Hayden and Brogan
Anderson, David and Lauren
Asbury, Clive and Donna
Beyerl, Brian
Burroughs, Michelle & Marshall
Candido, Elizabeth
Connors, Phil
Dalgaard, Mary Ellen
DeBiasse, Brian
Diehl, David
Fisch, Larry
Gelbman, Alex
Graves, Bill and Lorraine
Guarino, Joan
Guthrie, Ken, Dr.
Hedinger, Robert and NancY
Horowitz, Sharon
Isaacson, Steve and Davida
Johnson, Rufus
Jorgensen Mike
Kaar, Helen
Kaslanders Lumber
Keith, Thomas
Korn, Gary
Kostas, Diana
Lipman, Joseph
McGuckin, Gerry
Meister, Ira
Metrographics Printing
Morano, Pauline
Mountain, Bonnie
Mrs. Andrew Huntley Robinson
Munson, Carol and Carl
Newhouse, Laurie
Quigley, Andrew and Sarah
R&J Group
Ritter, David
Rubino, Richard
Shannon, Lee
Sprado, Susan & Matthew
Steven Lucid
Tanfleff, Jack & Jennifer
Torres, Kavita
Webster, Carol
Weldon, Peter
White, Nellie
Hudson Co.
Community College

Culinary Arts Institute

2005-2006 Donor List. Thank You! To all the businesses, congregations, familes, and individuals who donated to Habitat for Humanity Newark. You’ve all helped us to build homes and hope!
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Lamendola, Dane and Deborah
Land Craft
Lange, T.
LaQuaglia, Michael and Joanne
Laracy, Paul and Catherine
Laub, Barbara
Lauber, Amy
Laur, Michael and Lisa
Lavin, Stephen and Lisa
Layne, Robert
Leatherdale, Kimberly
Lee, Patrick and Elizabeth
Lee, Patricia and Christoper
Leidl, Maureen
Lenix-Hooker, Catherine
Leon, Monica
Leslie, Dominic
Lewis, Tom and Mary
Linaugh, Janice and Mark
Lindau, Marita
Linn, Archie adn Leila
Lioacona, Joan
Litt, Paula
Living, Christoper
Loiacono, Joan
Love, Connie and David
Lowenthal, Dr. Henry & Phyliss
Lucent Technologies
Lukenda, James M.
Lundquist, James and Carol
Lynch, James and Elizabeth
Lynch, Jason and Vera
Lysek, Ronald
Maas, Anna Mae
MacConnell, Stephen and Amy
Madison, Sharad
Maffongelli, Joy
Magee, Bridget
Magrane, Lynn
Maguire, Michael and Juianne
Malanga, Lorenzo
Mann, Francis and Marcia
Manning, Carol and Donald
Mannion, Eileen
Marck, Danielle
Marck, Jennifer
Margeotes, FertittaPowell
Mariani, Susan and Leonardo
Marlin, Barbara
Marrrin, John
Marta, Anthony and Karen
Martin, Catherine and Allan
Martin, Cleofe
Matich, Nicholas and Patricia
Mattey, William and Mary Ann
Matthews, Ingrid and Kevin
Maykish, Julie
Mazzari, Steven
Mc Dowell, John and Carolyn
Mcalvanah, Florence & William
McAreavy, Brian and Bonnie
McCahill, Ellen and William
McCarthy, Patrick and Barbara
McDonald, John and Carolyn
McDonald, Thomas
McEnerney, Brady and Co.
McGarity, Diane
McGarry, MaryAnn
McGinn, Dr. Phillip and Mary
McGowan, Agnes C.
McGrath, Robert
McGuire, William & Anne Marie
McKay, Mark and Lisa
McKee, Marjory
McKillop, Paul and Margaret
McMahon, Eileen
McMahon, Eileen D.
Mead, Beth and Mattew
Meades, Alan and Carmen
Mehl, Mary
Melee, Edward and Bernice
Mellody, Henry and Rosemarie
Mercado, Barbara and Reinaldo
Merck Partnership for Giving
Merschdorp, Kelli and Thomas
Meyer, Charles and Marie
Meyner and Landis LLP
Mezzo, Arthur
Micheals, Jainie and Henry
Microsoft Giving Campaign
Miles Advertising and Design
Miller Choice, Rosalind
Miller, George Jr.
Milligan, Joseph
Milnes, Esther and Ralph
Mitra, Nitin
Mnich, Richard and Lorraine
Molloy, Sean and Cindy
Montclair Rotary Club
Montalvo, Marissa
Montgomery, Michele
Moore, Elizabeth

Moran, Michael and Barbara
Morgan Stanley Annual 

Appeal Campaign
Morgan, Steven and Lynn
Morrissy, Patrick
Morrow, Nancy and Craig
Morterud, Dennis and Patricia
Moscaritolo, Stacey
Mullins, Hugo and Lisa
Murnick Financial Group
Murnick, Richard and Susan 
Murphy, Michael and Christine
Murphy, Michael and Eileen
Murrray, Barbara
Musolino, Michela
Napoli, John and Michele
Nash, Judith
National Football League
Nerlick Jr., Walter
New Hope Baptist Church
Newman Center
Newman, Maria & David Brogle
Newmann, Diana and Gerard
Nickas, John
Niebart, David
Nielsen, Robert and Anita
Nielsten, Anne and Gerald
Nolet, Charles and Elizabeth
North, Kathleen
Novack, Edith
O'Brien, Wendy and Andrew
O'Connor, Carolyn
O'Connor, Christine
O'Connor, Leslie and David
Oesterle, Allison
O'Farrell, Mary and John
Offutt, William
Ogden, Jennifer and Jeff
Ohlmuller, Raymond
O'Keefe, Joseph and Maryann
Oldakowski, Chester&Kathleen
Olenik, John and Yahui
Oliveri, Kathleen and Peter
Olsen, Edwin and Catherine
O'Neill, Patrick
Ordona, Christie and Anthony
Orie, Chris
Ort, Joseph
Oscar, David and Diane
Osterstock, Gladis
O'Sullivan, Brian and Florence
Pai, Robert and Kathleen
Palermo, Elizabeth and Vincent
Pallotta, Elsie and Arthur
Palomina, Ricardo
Palumbo, Aldo and Phyllis
Panucci, Thomas and Mary
Panuccio, Leah
Parell, Elaine
Parker, Christopher and Elise
Parkins, Steven R.
Parlee, Scott and Terry Ann
Pascale, Andrea
Pasino, Edward an Kathryn
Patterson, Maggie and Todd
Patterson, Rick and Gina
Payne, Ellen
Pelner, Patricia
Penn, Frank and Helaine
Pepe, Joseph and Tara
Peyton, Nora
Perna, Anthony
Perrotta, Stephen and Kathleen
Petersen, Katy
Petrucci, Virginia
Pettengill, Todd and Catherine
Pfizer United Way Campaign
Phalon, Richard and Anita
Phillips, Gearld and Holly
Phillips, Rory and Elizabeth
Pickering, John and Marie
Pilsbury, Eucharia
Pilsbury, Katherine
Pine, Jennifer
Pino, Nicholas and Doreen
Pitera, Lynette
Polemeni, Anthony and Martha
Porges, Randolph and Leigh
Porter, Ronald
Potter, William and Linda
Powell, Fred
Prell, George
Prell, Phillip
Prentice, Margaret
Prewitt, Victoria
Prichard, Brenda
Prichard, Peter and Barbara
Profeta, Fred
Prussack, Katherine and Bruce
PSE&G—Power of Giving
Puc, Gabriel and Karen
Purvis, Linda

Putnam, John
Pye, Anthony and Margie
Quinlan, Joseph and Noreen
Rafferty, Pamela and Patrick
Rainbow Closets, Inc.
Randall, Arthur and Lynn
Rao, Bryan
Raritan Valley Habitat
Ratcliffe, Jean
Rauscher, Christine
Razgaitis, Andrew and Audrone
Reckford, Samuel
Reed, Stacy
Reso, Renee
Reuter, Edward
Rickenbach, Todd and Alison
Rieger, Lucien
Riesett, Mary
Rind, Marc and Amy
Ring, Marian
Ringle, Richard
Ritchie, Patricia
Rizzo, Jacqueline
Robart, Nancy
Robin Hutchins Gallery
Robinson, Michael
Robison, Michael
Roccamo, Peter
Rockefeller Brothers Fund, Inc.
Rodin, Richard and Gertrude
Rodriguez, Charles
Rogers, John and Sue
Rooney, Paul
Rosa, Douglas and Dorothy
Roscoe, Winifred
Rosenstein, Joseph and Judith
Rosenthal, Mitchell & Margaret
Ross, Donna
Ross, John Jr.
Rotary Club of Maplewood
Rothenberg, Stuart
Rounds, Alice
Rovi, James and Carmela
Rowe, Donald and Mary
Rowe, Margaret
Rowland, Daniel and Robin
Runfeldt, David
Rung, Edward
Russo, John and Sara
Russo, Thomas J.
Ryan, Neil and Kerry
Safary, Agnes
Salemy, Elaine and Louis
Salerno, Elizabeth
Salter, Jeffrey and Laurie
Sanders, Patricia
Saniewski, Charles and Denise
Sanna, Robert and Marie
Santos, Peter
Sargent, Sharon
Scarcella, Anne
Scerbo, Lynn and Tom
Schaberg, Catherine
Schachtele, Joseph L
Schade, Meredith Ann, M.D.
Schmidt, Margaret
Schmitt, Karen and Susan
Schneider, Alan and Cheryl
Schneider, Arlene M.
Schrumpf, Richard and Gloria
Schultz, Raymond
Schultz, Scott and Wendy
Schwei, James and Susan
Schweighart, Stacey
Sciabarasi, Vincent and Tricia
Scott, John and Jeanne
Segal, Catherine
Seigle, Ronald and Jeanne
Seppi, Lillian
Sharkey, Joann
Sheenan, Garrett
Sherretz, Mitchell
Shine, Charlsie
Shugrue, Timothy
Silverman, Samuel and Karen
Simari, James and Joan
Simpfendorfer, Edward & Linda
Sims, Mary Gerarde
Siniff, Torrie and John
Skade, Gertrude C.
Sloan, Maxine
Smallman, Thomas and Bastan
Smith-Koffi, Loretta
Smith, Abigail and Eric
Smith, Brenda
Smith, Elizabeth
Smith, Heidi
Snyder, Barbara
Sokolic, Morfia
Southern, Houston and Siobhan
Springstead, Rachel
Stamford Hospital

Stapleton, Eileen and Mark
Stapleton, James J.
Star Painting, Inc.
Starger, Judith
Stetz, John
Stinson, Joseph
Stohr, Susan
Stone, Gail P.
Straley, John and Kathleen
Stuart, Edward and Nancy
Suh, Susanna
Sullivan, Marcy
Sullivan, Susan
Sullivan, Suzanne and Peter
Sullivan, Thomas
Susi, Janet
Suzuki, Wendy
Swanson, Patricia and Stuart
Swearer, Kathleen
Sweeny, Carol
Swift, Mary Rose
Swisher, Elizabeth and Paul
Taddei, Andrew and Nicia
Tagliareni, Charles and Nancy
Tarnell, Dorothy
Taro, Nicholas
Tauscher, Rudolph and Laura
Taylor, Janice Ware
The Goldring Family Foundation
Thompson, James and Yolanda
Tierney, Alyssa
Tierney, James and Abby
Tintle, Carmel
Tom, Arthur and Marjorie
Torres, Maria
Travis, Louise
Travis, Ruth
Trott, Leslie
Trumper, Jonathan & Deborah
Turman, Claude and Rita
Turner, Patricia
United Teletech Financial
United Way—Delaware
United Way—New York
United Way, Inc.
United Way of New York City
United Way of Tri -State
Ursul, Nicholas and Julie
Urtula, Rosa
Utterback, James
Valenti, Sheila and Michael
Van Deusen, Lois
Van Ness, Frederick. W
Van Zyl, Marlene and Hendrik
Van-Doren, Barbara
vda
Vierheilig, Mary Ann
Visconti, Richard and Jennifer
Vitello, Roger
Vitone, Catherine
Vogel, Darin and Barbara
Vogel, Judith and Robert
Vrancken, Suzanne and Brett
Wagner, B.J.
Waldron, James
Wall, Austin David Jr.
Wallace, Juliet and William
Walsh, Joan
Walsh, John
Walter, Marguerite and Frank
Walters, Annette
Ward, Brendan and Miriam
Warner, Jan and Caryn
Waterbury, Walton and Tonia
Watson, Marthetta
Weihe, Ryan and Connie
Weinstein, Lynda
Weiss, Debra and Gary
Weissenberger, Paul&Kathleen
Wessling, Patricia
White, John
Whiting, John and Nancie
Wholley, David and Mary
Wiedmann, Carmen and John
Wiggs, Kristopher
Wilken, Diane
Williams, Oedies
Winarski, Edward and Betty
Winchester, Michael and Clare
Wittman, Thomas and Emilyann
Wolfensohn, Barry and Sheila
Wood, John and Mary
Wooley, Jonathan and Lourdes
Wortham, Lee and Julie
Wright, Catherine and Ian
Wright, William and Eveleen
Yauger, Maria
Zaleski, Anthony
Zannos, George
Zellner-Martelly, Gina
Zichelli, Frank
Zimbardo, Santo and Ruby

Zimmerman, Carol
Zolcinski, Marie
Zueg, Dorothy
Discovery Charter School
Home and School Association 

of Roseland
Tottenville High School

In-Kind Donations
Aanessen's
Anstatt, David
Arc Properties
Artco Contracting &

Development, Inc.
Buona Gente Ristorante
Calandra's Italian French Bakery
Carpenters Local #39—Edison
Carpet, Et Cetra
doodlebug graphics
Electrical Local #164—Bergen
Gary's Wine and Market Place
Glidden Company (Store 
#0215)
Johns Manville
Kitchen Expo
Kulture Marketing
Legal Sea Foods Inc.Short Hills
Lowe's Union
Mama Tucci Restarant
McCarter English
Metrographics Printing
Millburn Whole Foods Market
Myles Kelly, Inc.
New World Catering Co.
Newark Tile
Skipper's Restaurant
St. James Gate Publick House
Taste of Portugal
The Newark Club
TR Homes LLC
Trattoria Fresco
United Crane
Walder, Hayden and Brogan
Anderson, David and Lauren
Asbury, Clive and Donna
Beyerl, Brian
Burroughs, Michelle & Marshall
Candido, Elizabeth
Connors, Phil
Dalgaard, Mary Ellen
DeBiasse, Brian
Diehl, David
Fisch, Larry
Gelbman, Alex
Graves, Bill and Lorraine
Guarino, Joan
Guthrie, Ken, Dr.
Hedinger, Robert and NancY
Horowitz, Sharon
Isaacson, Steve and Davida
Johnson, Rufus
Jorgensen Mike
Kaar, Helen
Kaslanders Lumber
Keith, Thomas
Korn, Gary
Kostas, Diana
Lipman, Joseph
McGuckin, Gerry
Meister, Ira
Metrographics Printing
Morano, Pauline
Mountain, Bonnie
Mrs. Andrew Huntley Robinson
Munson, Carol and Carl
Newhouse, Laurie
Quigley, Andrew and Sarah
R&J Group
Ritter, David
Rubino, Richard
Shannon, Lee
Sprado, Susan & Matthew
Steven Lucid
Tanfleff, Jack & Jennifer
Torres, Kavita
Webster, Carol
Weldon, Peter
White, Nellie
Hudson Co.
Community College

Culinary Arts Institute
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Destiny (age 5) and Ricardo (age 6) Rodriguez have been living
in their grandfather’s basement for some time. Soon they will
be moving into a brand new home, the
first home they can call their own!

Their father, Carlos Rodriguez, has been
working on the building of their new
home, along with the homes of several
other Partner Families since February
‘06, and decided it would be great for
the kids if he kept it a big surprise. 
They will be moving into one of several
homes under construction on Fairmount
Avenue. Just imagine the looks on 
their faces when they find out what is
going on!

One of only a couple of single fathers 
in the program, Carlos is a life-long
resident of Newark. He attended Our
Lady of Good Counsel elementary and
high schools, and along with many 
local residents, laments the fact that 
the schools closed down a couple of
years ago. 

Carlos learned about Habitat Newark from his older brother,
Edwin, who became a HFHN Partner several years ago. Carlos

and his children have lived in a few
places in Newark; most recently they
have been renting a basement apartment
from his father.

Carlos works for the County of Essex, as
a personnel technician, and has worked
primarily with other members of the
department staff for the last three years.

Carlos is thrilled with the opportunity to
be part of HFHN’s program. “This is a
great program, and a wonderful learning
experience for me. I am happy to be able
to work with and get to know so many
generous hard-working people. I am
delighted to be able to get to know my
new neighbors. We’ve bonded so well, 
it is almost like my new friends and
neighbors are part of our family. These

are friendships we will enjoy for 
the rest of our lives,” he said. l

A Big Surprise for Two Special Children 
A Partner Family Story: Carlos Rodriguez

By T. Peter Sullivan

L to R: Mister Willie, Habitat Foreman, works with 
Carlos Rodriguez.

The Arnold Air Society is a group of young people dedicated to community service and affiliated
with US Air Force ROTC program, and New Jersey Institute of Technology. From L to R:
William Singer, Darwin Angeles, Kristofer Fernandez and Matt Jefferson.

Flying Deuces Volunteer
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Crystal Thomas has lived
in Newark for over 20
years. She had never
heard of Habitat Newark.
Then one day, she was out
driving around in some
neighborhoods that were
new to her. She saw a
“bunch of people working
on houses,” so she parked
the car and got out to
learn more about what
was going on.

Crystal says, “There were
a number of people, all

happily working away with great enthusiasm. They were
building a house, and I immediately wanted to be part of what
was going on. So I asked a few questions and talked to some of
the people working there.” Her inquiring mind really paid off.

Soon, she applied to the Partner Family program and this fall,
Crystal and her three children moved into the Ron Ruben house
that was originally dedicated in 2002 and was the home of
another Partner Family who moved out of town this past year.
Habitat volunteers have completely updated the home,
appliances and property so it is just like new, and when city
inspections are complete, it will be ready for her family to 
move in. 

It does not take long when listening to Crystal to understand
that she is a “people person.” She is concerned about people
and is willing to do what she can to help them. Crystal is a

Court Clerk with the Superior Court of the State of New Jersey.
Her responsibilities include intake interviews for child support,
as well as sound recording of matrimonial hearings, domestic
issue hearings and custody trials.

Crystal is a lively, charming young woman who clearly sees her
bright future. She is in the last year of earning her Bachelors
degree from Jersey City University and after graduation, she
hopes to become a Juvenile Officer with the Superior Court. She
sees a real need for more good people to work with youth, and
knows she is well qualified and prepared to do the job. “I have
had some experience with the juvenile program and helped
teach hygiene to kids. I am a mother, and I know why
cleanliness is important. I help those kids be able to be better
off,” she recalls.

Crystal has three children: Jasmine (19) a college student,
Yasmine (15) a high school student, and Malachi who hopes to
enroll in a Charter School this fall. They have lived in several
rented homes in Newark and are truly looking forward to
owning their first home.

A long-time resident of Newark, Crystal has lived in several
sections of the city, including the North Ward, the South Ward
and the Vailsburg section. She recalls her younger days when
her grandmother lived on Fairmount Avenue, right near where
HFHN is located.

Home ownership is a big draw for Crystal and she is proudly
looking forward to owning her first home. “And just think,” 
she says. “It all happened when I saw all the builders and
parked my car so I could find out what was going on!” l

Crystal Thomas (second from right) gets some
help cleaning up the backyard of the home she
will move into. Helping, (from L to R) regular
volunteers RJ and Mary Lou Klein and
neighbor Raul Cruz.

name through Habitat International. You can learn more about 
the Jeffrey Brian Gardner Scholarship fund at
www.ourvoicestogether.org.
Jeff’s brother Eric is on the
board of Our Voices Together.

Both of Jeffrey’s parents were
also active volunteers for
HFHN. His mother, Eileen,
passed away in 2004 and his
father, David, passed away this
year. Both volunteered with
Habitat Newark and were
dedicated supporters of the
cause. The Gardners lived for
over 40 years in Livingston.
Eileen taught nursing at New
Jersey City State University for
over 25 years and earned her
doctorate degree from Rutgers
University. David, an avid
music and opera lover, sang
with the Masterwork Chorus.

Eileen appreciated Jeffrey’s love of the Habitat programs and it
was her idea to dedicate a home in his honor. Jeff’s sister, Amy

Kassan, and brother Eric Gardner, followed
through and provided the money and
much effort to build the house to honor
the memories of not only Jeffrey, but their
parents as well.

Every year the family and their friends
come to volunteer around Jeffrey’s
birthday and celebrate the event with a
picnic in the Habitat Family Park. Soon
the Gardner Family Home will stand and
keep the memories alive of these three
important people for many years to come.

For more information about how 
you can help to dedicate a home
to a loved one, please call us at
(973) 624-3330. l

In celebration of the life of Jeffrey Gardner, friends and family have
gathered to build since 2001. From L to R: Paul Vazques (brother-
in-law), Rebecca Zummo, Amy Kassan (sister), Rosetta Hollis
(HFHN Partner Family), Anthony Nittolo (dear friend of Jeff’s),
Eric Gardner (brother), Jef Forsberg, Michele Forsberg, Owen
Burns (all dear friends of Jeff) and Patricia Kaufman (Jeff’s Aunt).

This Woman Found HFHN By Driving Around in Newark
A Partner Family Story: Crystal Thomas

By T. Peter Sullivan
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Eric Turner, a Foreman at Habitat, knows Newark. He 
was born and raised in the South Ward. His mother ran a
cleaning business there for 20 years and then went into the bar
business in Newark. Eric knows the city, the people, how it
works and how to get things done.

He graduated from South Side
High School where he played
sports and was a basketball
stand-out. He then graduated
from Baeard Junior College
where his star in basketball
continued to shine.

Eric also knows the
construction business, and he
loves carpentry. Before joining
Habitat Newark, he worked for
a rubber roofing business and
in a family construction
business. He loves carpentry
work so much, he does
cabinetry on the side in his
spare time.

The combination of his
knowledge of Newark and of
construction makes him perfect
for the key role he plays at Habitat for Humanity Newark.

Eric started out as a volunteer and then came to work full-time
in 1998 when Theresa Marshall was board president. He likes
four main things about HFHN. “First, this is a Christian
organization. Where else could I go to work where we start
each day with a prayer? It reminds us that we are giving 

something back and that our efforts are more than just labor,
they have results that mean much to other people,” said Eric.

Second, he likes the crew he works with. Eric says that, “The
Habitat Way requires special skills and a lot of patience. Some

days it requires significant “re-do” work and
that takes a great team of people with
super attitudes to get the job done and get
it done right. The Carpenter’s Club has
become more and more important helping
us get things done right.”

Third, he finds working with volunteers
very rewarding. “People come here to
help, to make a contribution. My job is to
help make sure that happens and I find
great satisfaction when volunteers leave
here knowing they have accomplished
something worthwhile. Seeing volunteers
learn and achieve really means a lot to
me,” continued Eric.

Finally, “there is nothing in the world like
seeing a new homeowner’s face the day
they move into their house. I have seen
the kinds of places they are coming from
and know how much their lives improve
on that day. I understand how they do not

have to return to the conditions they were in and seeing that
makes it all worthwhile for me,” said Eric.

Eric is the father of four. He also has some long-term plans that
include returning to college part-time to continue his study of
civil engineering, in addition to the courses he has already
taken in property management. l

Staff Spotlight: Eric Turner, He Knows Newark & He Knows Construction
By T. Peter Sullivan

One of the things Eric Turner likes best about his job is working
with volunteers. He’s pictured here getting ready to install a
window on Fairmount Avenue with Silvia Diaz who is a Partner
Family and soon-to-be new homeowner, and Virginia Petrucei 
a regular volunteer for six years.

P.O. Box 3246 • Newark, NJ 07103

 


